an automated assay that measures the relative concentrations of surfactant and albumin in amniotic fluid, was compared with the lecithin/sphingomyelin (L/S) ratio and phosphatidylglycerol determination at five clinical sites. A total of 695 amniotic fluid samples were analyzed, of which 312 were followed by delivery of the infant within three days of sample collection. Of these 312, 24 developed respiratory distress syndrome and seven developed transient tachypnea.
Five laboratories, all associated with centers specializing in high-risk pregnancies, participated in the study. Specimens of amniotic fluid collected at these sites were tested both by TDx FLM and by the methods in use at the laboratories.
If the infant was delivered within three days of sample collection, the respiratory status was reported.
Of the 312 samples fitting this description, TDx FLM results were available for 308, US ratios for 301, and phosphatidylglycerol for 244.
Materials and Methods
The TDx FLM assay was run in the Abbott TDx instrument as previously described (7). Table 1 
